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Abstract:Perceptions of race and ability have 
been constructed and distributed in tandem, 
historically and into the present. This mutually 
constitutive relationship of racism and ableism 
have a significant impact on society’s 
willingness to educate particular children. 
While education has increasingly engaged 
with re-mediating pedagogic spaces for 
equity, there are several learning spaces that 
continue to be under explored including 
special education classrooms, in-school 
suspension areas, and sites of juvenile 
incarceration. These formal, yet forgotten, 
education spaces are sites where we “banish 
bodies and minds that tell the truth” (Mingus, 
2018)–multiply-marginalized children of color. 
Bringing Disability Critical Race Theory 
(Annamma, Connor, & Ferri, 2013) and spatial 
analysis (Soja, 2010; Tuck & McKenzie, 2014) 
to the commitment to re-mediate pedagogy in 
these spaces, I draw from two studies in public 
schools and youth prisons to explore the 
processes that animate statistics in disciplinary 
actions and incarceration. 

Bio: Subini Ancy Annamma is an Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Special Education at the 
University of Kansas. Her interdisciplinary research 
focuses on uncovering the mechanisms that 
contribute to entrenched inequities in education, 
understanding the complex social, historical, and 
political contexts of education, and increasing 
access to equitable education for multiply-
marginalized students. Specifically, she critically 
examines the social construction of race and ability; 
how racism and ableism–along with intersecting 
oppressions–mutually inform one another and 
contribute to habituated inequities, and how 
multiply-marginalized children of color and their 
communities resist interpersonal and structural 
violence. Connecting classroom discourses and 
interactions with macro-sociopolitical domains, she 
situates this research in urban education and 
juvenile incarceration settings and focuses on how 
student voice can identify exemplary educational 
practices. Dr. Annamma is currently a Ford 
Postdoctoral Fellow and received the 2017 AERA 
Division G Early Career Award. 

Access Notes: The event is open to the public and 
the venue is wheelchair accessible. CART has been 
requested and ASL interpretation can be provided 
with advance request to Karen Nakamura 
(knak@berkeley.edu.) Please refrain from wearing 
any scented products, including essential oils. 
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